
Republic of the Philippines 
Province of Samar 

CITY OF CATBALOGAN 

Office of the City Mayor 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 03- °%> 

Series of 2020 

PROMULGATING LOCALIZED GUIDELINES FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) SITUATION IN CATBALOGAN CITY 

Whereas, the world faces one of the greatest health concerns in modern history with 
the outbreak of a novel coronavirus last December 2019 that started from Wuhan City, 
Hubei Province in China; 

Whereas, the World Health Organization (WHO) named the disease as Corona Virus 
Disease of 2019 (COVID 19) that affected one hundred ten (110) countries, areas or 
territories with global record of 113,851 confirmed cases and 4,015 deaths based on 
WHO's COVID-19 Situation website retrieved last March 10, 2020; 

Whereas, the Philippines, based on the latest data from Department of Health (DOH) 
published in its website on March 10, 2020, has thirty-three (33) confirmed cases with 
one death while in Eastern Visayas, there is no confirmed cases yet but there are 
eighteen (18) PUIs, all of which have been discharged already; 

Whereas, with the recent development where one of the confirmed cases is through 
local transmission, the Department of Health (DOH) has raised the alert level to Code 
Red Sublevel 1 which translates to "a preemptive call to ensure that national and local 
governments and public and private health care providers can prepare for possible 
increase in suspected and confirmed cases" and thus, "100% of hospital personnel shall 
report for duty in the facility to render medical and other services". 

Whereas, the said raising of alert level in effect led DOH to recommended to the Office 
of the President for the declaration of Public Health Emergency which will facilitate 
mobilization of resources and ease processes, including procurement of critical logistics 
and supplies and intensifying reporting and quarantine measures. 

Whereas, the Office of the President, through Proclamation No. 922, has approved the 
said declaration which provides that all government agencies and local government 
units (LGUs) are hereby enjoined to render full assistance and cooperation and mobilize 
the necessary resources to undertake critical, urgent, and appropriate response and 
measures in a timely manner to curtail and eliminate the COVID-19. 

Whereas, the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) with its latest 
issuance issued last February 26, 2020 addressed to all DILG Regional Directors and 
BARMM Minister of Local Government, it outlined various recommendations that Local 
Chief Executives (LCE) must act on to manage possible local outbreaks of the said 
disease in their respective localities. 

Whereas, earlier the DILG through Memorandum Circular No. 2020-023 
February 6, 2020 has provided the LGUs with the Amended Guide to Action Against 
2019 Novel Coronavirus Acute Respiratory Disease that emphasized the role of 
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Local Chief Executive as Information Manager, Local Crisis Manager and Environmental 
Health Manager. 

Whereas, our 1987 Constitution mandates that the State shall protect and promote the 
right to health of the people and instill health consciousness among them. It also 
provides that the right of the people to travel maybe impaired in the interest of x x x 
public health x x x. 

Whereas, additionally, it is also mandated that every local government unit has to 
exercise the powers expressly granted, those necessarily implied therefrom, as well as 
powers necessary, appropriate, or incidental for its efficient and effective governance, 
and those which are essential to the promotion of the general welfare; 

Whereas, although, there is no confirmed case yet of COVID 19 in Catbalogan City or 
in Eastern Visayas Region in general, awareness of communities as well as vigilance of 
all stakeholders with regards to disease and how to prevent its transmission, and 
preparedness of the public and private health systems are indispensable mechanisms to 
combat COVID 19. 


Now, therefore, I, Dexter M. Uy, Mayor of Catbalogan City, by virtue of the powers 
vested in me by law, do hereby promulgate this Localized Guidelines for the 
Management of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID 19) situation in Catbalogan City. 

Section 1. Creation of Interagency Task Force against COVID-19. In order to 
enhance the inter-sectoral collaboration to establish preparedness and ensure efficient 
governmental and non-governmental response to assess, monitor, contain, mitigate, 
control and prevent the spread of any potential epidemic of the COVID 19, a Task Force 
against COVID 19 is hereby created. 


Section 2. Composition of Interagency Task Force against COVID-19. The Task 
Force shall be composed of the following: 


Chairperson: 

Co-chairperson: 

Vice-Chairperson 

Members: 


City Mayor Dexter M. Uy 
City Health Officer Dr. Gerarda C. Tizon 
City Vice-Mayor Coefredo T. Uy 
Councilor Stephany Tan, Comm, on Finance/Academe 
Councilor Josephine Pescos, Comm, on Health Sector 
Councilor Reynante Aquino, Comm, on Public Safety 
Councilor Jem Gabon, Committee on Trade and Industry 
Dennis Cosmod, City Administrator; 

Nida Aroza, City Social Welfare and Development Officer; 

Ador L. Hurtado, City Tourism, CA and Information Officer; 

Mr. Priam Arteche, Local DRRM Officer; 

Police Lt. Col. Edwin Barbosa., City Chief-of-Police; 

Mr. Marlon Camilon, Local Government Operations Officer, 
Hon. Edward M. Uy, ABC President; 

Representative of Philippine Coast Guard; 

Representative from the Business Sector; 

Representative of Department of Trade and Industry; 
Representative of Department of Education; 

Representative of Higher Education Institutions; 
Representative of Philippine Red Cross-West Samar Chapter 
Representative of Philippine Ports Authority (PPA); 
Representative of AFP, Philippine Army; 

Representative from Hospitals; 

- a CSS 
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Representative from DOH; 

Representative of PhilHealth; 

Representative from OWWA; 

Catbalogan-based media practitioners; 

Technical Working Groups (TWGs) out of this membership may be constituted by 
the local chief executive or by the task force as deemed necessary to tackle specific 
issues and concerns and/or perfoun specific tasks. 

Section 3. Functions, Duties and Responsibilities of the Task Force. The Task 
Force shall have the following functions, duties and responsibilities: 

1. Conduct the relevant press conference to provide a direct social awareness for 
the benefit of all the constituents, residents and guests of the City, and thus post 
public advisories as well as precautionary measures to inform and educate the 
general public on the necessity of maintaining proper hygiene and regular hand 
washing and thereby thwart mass hysteria, fear or panic; 

2. Pronounce its official and public statements thru recognized public information 
channels of the city as authorized by the task force or by the Gty Mayor; 

3. Craft localized or customized message of relevant advisories and provide the 
same to media, barangay officials, business establishments and other frontlines 
and service providers for immediate dissemination; 

4. Craft localized guidelines on how the public and other stakeholders will respond 
to COVID-19; 

5. Employ the DOH proposed system to identify, screen, and assist Filipinos and 
foreign nationals suspected or confirmed to be infected with this disease; 

6. Afford an immediate training of the respective City and Barangay Health Workers 
as well as capacitate Local Health Units and Private Care Facilities on COVID-19 
prevention, containment, and control with its possible campaign in coordination 
of the Department of Health (DOH); 

7. Coordinate or communicate with the Bureau of Immigration and Bureau of 
Quarantine, airport and seaport authorities together with other government 
agencies for entry and exit of passengers coming from COVID-19 affected 
countries, areas and territories so that adequate quarantine procedures may 
eventually be affected to those suspected of said disease; 

8. Afford Contact Tracing or tracking down of all individuals that came from 
countries, areas and territories with COVID-19 epidemic or may possible have 
contact with persons infected with COVID-19 thereby institutionalizing 
surveillance, alert and similar quarantine process in all ports of entry; 

9. Inform directly the DOH on a reasonable basis in case of dire need to place an 
individual under quarantine; 

10. Perform frontline work exercising extreme caution and vigilance in handling and 
strictly monitoring these suspected individuals possibly infected altogether 
ensuring the safety of all responders; 

11. Submit daily report on the status of PUM to the Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) through the City Local Government Operations Officer 
(CLGOO), copy furnished City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office 
(CDRRMO), City Health Office (CHO) and Gty Philippine National Police (City 
PNP); 

12. Identify and recommend an enclosed structure, such as an empty house or 
building which may be designated as a Special Care Facility (BSCF), which may 
be used for quarantine facility for persons under monitoring (PUM); 

13. Address all concerns and make close coordination for inter-agency cooperation to 
extend all possible assistance on this regard; 

14. Conduct inventory of existing medical supplies necessary to manage COVID 19 
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and initiate procurement process should the existing supply be insufficient; 

15. Conduct price monitoring of medical supplies available in the City and those that 
are particularly needed in responding or preventing the transmission of COVID- 
19; or 

16. Perform such other functions and activities as may be just, immediate and 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this Order, or as the City Mayor may 
direct and those stated in the DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2020-023 1 . 

Section 4. Meeting and Press Conference. The Interagency Task Force shall meet 
weekly every Tuesday at 1:00 PM. Right after the said meeting, a press conference may 
be held in which all local media are required to cover and broadcast. The task force 
may be convened oftener than a weekly schedule if deemed necessary by the 
Chairperson or Co-Chairperson. 


Section 5. Quarantine Guidelines. The City shall adopt DOH Guidelines on Home 
Quarantine, DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0090 2 , with modification that all persons, 
regardless of nationality, race, age and sex who have travel history overseas with or 
without confirmed cases of COVID-19 are required to be subjected to assessment by 
the CHO and thus will be considered as patients/persons under monitoring (PUM). They 
may be required for home quarantine if necessary. Additionally, for public sector 
employees, additional guidelines are hereby adopted by the City through the issued 3 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) Memorandum Circular dated February 20, 2020 in 
accordance with above memorandum from DOH. It must be emphasized that those 
PUMs shall be discharged only by the CHO only if he/she has completed the 14-day 
quarantine period without manifesting any sign or symptoms, and that a Certificate of 
Completion of Quarantine may be issued by said office. The City PNP and the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines -Philippine Army (AFP-PA) may be called upon by the task 
force or the local chief executive to execute required quarantine procedures. 


Section 6. Information Management on COVID-19. Public information channels of 
government agencies and private establishments or entities are hereby ordered to only 
share, publicize or pronounce information and data related to COVID-19 as relayed by 
the Department of Health (DOH) and World Health Organizations (WHO). Localized or 
customized infographics and advisories based on these may be devised by the Task 
Force or through a Technical Working Group (TWG) and may be distributed to media, 
barangay officials, business establishments and other frontlines and service providers 
for immediate dissemination. To avoid public hysteria or panic, the general public is 
hereby ordered to refrain from sharing unverified information regarding COVID-19 
through social media and other public information channels, rather report the same to 
the following contact details of the City or task force for proper and immediate action; 
City Health Officer 0917-561-1723 (available 24/7) 

City Health Office 055-543-9471 (available 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM) 

City Mayor's Office 055-543-8000 (available 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM) 

CDDRM Office 0935-713-5886 and 055-543-9644 (available 24/7) 

Respective barangay officials, health workers and emergency response teams 
Official Facebook Pages: Catbalogan City Health Office 

The City Government of Catbalogan 
City Mayor Dexter Uy 


For immediate and effective enforcement of this provision, the Sangguniang Panlungsod 
is hereby mandated to craft localized responses including penalties to violators including 


1 Annex A: OllG Memorandum Circular No. 2020-023 

* Annex B: DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0090 

* Annex C: CSC Memorandum Circular 2O2O-O0S 
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peddlers of wrong or unverified information as well as those who will use the above 
contact numbers for prank calls through enactment of relevant ordinance aside from 
other penalties and punishments of existing laws that may be enforced by national 
government agencies. 

Section 7. Guidelines on COVID-19 response in the Workplace, Schools, 
Communities and Hotels. The City shall adopt the following documents released by 
national government agencies vajth regards to COVID-19 response in the workplace, 
schools, communities, and hotels and other establishments: 

A. Guiding documents: 

1. Workplace-DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0056* *; emphasize the need to 
impose "strict stay at home policy if ill" charged to respective employee's sick 
leaves; 

2. Schools and HEIs-DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0055 5 ; emphasize the need to 
impose "strict stay at home policy if ill"; Additional guidelines were provided 
by the Department of Education through DEPED Memorandum No. 2020-034 6 
or the Fifth Set of Policy Directives of DEPED Task Force COVID-19 and the 
released Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Guidelines for the 
Prevention, Control and Mitigation of the Spread of the 2019-Novel 
Coronavirus Acute Respiratory Disease in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 

3. Residential Communities-DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0059 7 , emphasized is 
the general guidelines to exercise preventive measures on personal protection 
and hygiene such as respiratory etiquette and hand hygiene, and social 
distancing; and 

4. Hotels and other establishments- DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0057 8 - 
emphasized is the general guidelines to exercise preventive measures on 
personal protection and hygiene such as respiratory etiquette and hand 
hygiene, and social distancing; 

B. Additional guidelines: 

1. All government offices, schools, hotels as well as other business 
establishments in the City must establish mechanisms to prevent, control and 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 to include but not limited to provision of 
hand sanitizers or alcohols, handwashing areas, appropriate distancing in 
dealing with clients and customers, establishment of screening procedures of 
sick or ill persons such as taking of temperatures, referral systems to CHO 
and other medical centers in the Gty; 

2. Suspension of work in offices may be declared by the local chief executive or 
task force if deemed necessary; 

3. Workplaces, schools, hotels and communities are ordered to conduct weekly 
clean-up and disinfection of their respective spaces; 

4. To ensure effective implementation of this part of the Order, the Task Force 
shall conduct inspection and visitations to government agencies, business 
establishments, schools and communities; and 

5. For immediate and effective enforcement of this provision, the Sangguniang 
Panlungsod is hereby mandated to craft localized responses including 
penalties to violators of this provision through enactment of relevant 
ordinance aside from other penalties and punishments of existing laws that 


* Annex 0: DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0056 

* Annex E: DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0055 
4 Annex F: DEPED Memorandum No. 2020-034 
7 Annex G: DOH Memorandum No. 2020 0059 

* Annex H: DOH Memorandum No. 2020-0057 
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may be enforced by national government agencies. 

Section 8. Additional Guidelines for other activities: 

1. All alumni homecoming celebrations, clustered or by-batch and family reunions 
are strictly prohibited until further notice; 

2. The City will wait for the official announcement of Department of Education, 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) and the respective administrations or 
boards of higher education institutions with regards to the conduct of 
Graduation, Recognition, Commencement and Moving-up Ceremonies. The task 
force however is not precluded in the days to come to declare suspension of said 
activities should the above agencies fail to issue necessary guidelines; 

3. The conduct of other public gatherings such as but not limited to processions, 
cockfighting, concerts and public viewing are strictly prohibited; and 

4. Religious gatherings- religious organization heads are encouraged to establish 
mechanisms and measures to prevent, control and mitigate the transmission of 
COVID-19 among attending participants of their respective religious gatherings. 
The task force however is not precluded in the days to come to declare 
suspension of said activities if deemed necessary. 

Section 9. Roles of the Punong Barangays. In accordance with the directive of 
DUG, the Punong Barangays of Catbalogan City are hereby directed to: 

1. In coordination with CHO, organize the required number of Barangay Health 
Emergency Response Team (BHERT) that will conduct visits, interviews and 
caring for and managing of the PUMs at the BSCF; 

2. In coordination with the CHO together with, if necessary, the City PNP and the 
AFP-PA, mobilize the BHERT to locate and visit the persons on the Bureau of 
Immigration (BI) list and by all means necessary, encourage every single person 
on that list to undergo voluntary 14-day quarantine at home or at the BSCF; 

3. Conduct interview (observing proper interview etiquette) and with the assistance 
of City Social Welfare and Development Office (CSWDO) and CHO, provide 
counseling to the PUM and their family members; 

4. Require the submission through the BHERT of daily report on the status and 
condition of PUM to the Local COVID-19 Task Force; 

5. Lead the conduct of weekly barangay clean-up and disinfection of their 
respective areas of jurisdiction every Sunday morning; 

6. All other functions, duties and responsibilities stated in DILG Memorandum 
Circular No. 2020-023 (Annex "A") for the containment and control as well as 
prevention and mitigation of the COVID-19. 

Section 10. Price freeze and public purchase limits. Groceries, stores, market 
stalls and other business establishments or stalls are hereby ordered to implement 
purchase limits per customer to deter hoarding of necessary health supplies and 
commodities. They are also directed to strictly observe price regulation advises from 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) including price freezes. Should DTI fail to issue 
the same, the local chief executive (LCE) may issue the said price regulation order as 
recommended by the task force. The Sangguniang Panlungsod is hereby ordered to 
craft localized responses including penalties to violators of this provision through 
enactment of appropriate ordinance aside from other penalties and punishments of 
existing laws that may be enforced by national government agencies. 

Section 11. Subsequent Guidelines and Policies issued by nation<g|| 
government agencies. Should national government agencies after the issuance lof 
this Order issues updated or new guidelines and policies regarding COVID-19, the same 
will be adopted and shall be integrated as part of this Order. However, if some 
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provisions are clearly contradictory to some of the localized guidelines and provisions of 
this Order or inapplicable to our local setting, the City's Interagency Task Force against 
COVID-19 shall issue supplemental order or issuance to clarify the same. 

Section 12. Funding Requirements. Tbe City's Quick Response Fund (QRF) under 
the Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM) Fund may be accessed by the 
task force or the City Health Office for the implementation of this order, that is, for the 
preparedness, prevention, control and management of COVID-19. Should the said fund 
be insufficient, the Sangguniang Panlungsod is ordered to enact a supplemental budget 
with the assistance of the City's Financial Managers. 

Section 13. Separability and Repealing Clause. If for any reason a section or 
provision of this Executive Order is declared illegal or unconstitutional, other section/s 
or provision/s hereof which are not affected shall continue to be full force and effect. 
Also, all executive orders and executive memoranda inconsistent with this Executive 
Order are hereby repealed and/or modified accordingly. 

Section 14. Effectivity Clause. This Order shall take effect immediately. 

DONE in the City of Catbalogan this lO’* day of March, Two Thousand and Twenty. 
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